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the people, in their enhghtenment, in their
development, in generally alleviating suffering, and raising the people above the level
of despair.
It is said that we would suffer if we
put an end to war
that we would become a race of degenerates if we did not
;

fight

that the people would be broken-spirited unless we had war.
"
Does it give spirit to a nation
To
(A female voice

;

Why ?

:

its

women

in bondage.")

ruption I have had.
nation of brave men

them

as, say,

That's not bad

keep

the only smart interYou might as well say it mal-ces a nation a
to send 300,cx)0 or 400,000 men to fight for
;

it's

you can develop your muscles by paying

football match.

to look at a

—

But are there not plenty of things for us to fight worse enemies
than Germany? (applause) intemperance, ignorance, crime, vice,
disease, and that most dread of all invaders that sooner or later
reaches every home ? Are the dominions of death not wide enough
that nations should spend 400 millions a year on extending them ?
There were crusades in the Middle Ages, when Princes and Kings

—

—

and abandoned their quarrels, for some great
There is a nobler crusade awaiting princes and
Let them cast aside suspicion, mistrust, quarrels,
people to-day.
feuds, and unite in redeeming humanity from the quagmire where
millions are sunk m misery and despair.
(Loud and continued
dropped

their feuds,

holy purpose.

cheers.)

The Baroness Bertha von Suttner, who was
said
Lord Courtney spoke
I
proved to us that this is a fallacy.
the
inevitable
of
peace.
(Applause.)
speak

speaker,

and
to

seem

of

:

the

the next

inevitable

war,

should

hke

We

always

peace, to say that it is possible,
that it would be useful, that it would be righteous, that it
would be more agreeable than war. But we stand on this platform
with the faith and the persuasion that peace is not only possible,
to

for

apologise

It has for its help the
(Applause.)
necessary.
Our adversaries always say that war is a natural
Unity is the natural
Struggle certainly is, but war is not.
a
transition from one
time
is
The
present
(Applause.)

but that

it

is

laws of nature.
law.
law.

All the weight of error and of crime that
pushing us on the verge of great calamities,

civilisation to another.

we have

inherited

is

but on the other side the wakening conscience of Society can avert
these dangers, and can bring salvation.
(Applause.) It is a work
of salvation

A

on which many forces are bent now.
Forces Making for Peace.

quantity

of

these

forces

can

be

comprised

in

the
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"

Peace movement," but this great movement has
spread wide abroad, wider than our modest societies, and
our congresses, and resolutions and speeches. Agencies work
it
for
which often do not know that they work for
of

All movements, social and economic, and even of
women's enfranchisement, work for peace without being with our
But there are more even than these anonymous
societies.
The movement is already embodied in many substanworkings.
It is embodied in the Hague Tribunal
tial institutions.
(aptreaties between the States, in the aspirain
the
different
plause)
In this country it is emtions and the principles of democracy.

peace.

—

—

bodied, too, in the Government.
Minister of the Exchequer, and

You have just heard one who is
who delivered a very brilliant

more brilliant than was ever pronounced in our Peace Conand even higher than that, it has been embodied in the
gresses
actions of King Edward the Peacemaker.
Still, our
(Applause.)
movement is not yet superfluous. The task of changing the pervading ignorance of our motives and of our mission into a sympathising knowledge, this task is still incumbent on the leaders and
So we must continue to work
the members of Peace Societies.
and struggle, because you must know that the peace struggle is
It is
also a sort of war, but one which is not waged by weapons.
war.
to
to
is
wanted
as
go
waged with as much courage, perhaps,
speech,

;

if you have a pistol
if
did
not advance, but
that
would
throw
down
back
you
your
you
we have no pistols at our backs. Still, we have the storm, and
the indifference and the misconstructions which are put on our
and we must do
motives, and we have to fight against all that
There
are other things
also
of
and
an
it,
courage.
example
give
that push us on, not only the wish to fight against war, but the
wish to show the world that all good causes must be won by good
means. (Applause.)

It is

not so very courageous to go to the front

at

;

Forces Against Us.
Our adverse
ever

increasing
forces are

forces,

I

armaments

mean
and

those
for

who
ever

standing for
threatening wars,
are

supported by the ignorance and by the
I don't
and
the
apathy
scepticism and the inertia of the masses.
by
of the
masses
the
of
I
of
the
the
masses
of
speak
speak
people,
Then the ancient war system has a
educated people. (Applause.)

those

in the
very great advantage over the new peace system, in that it is
and so it is protected
It is an accustomed evil
established order.
;

G
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because there are Conare so very anxious that nothing- should be changed
in the world that they think they should also conserve cholera

servatives

and
me,

do

;

who

tigers.
Speaking of tigers, one lady a few days ago said to
"
It would be all very well if one could get rid of war, but

me what would you
"

put in the place of it ?" (Applause.)
it is a misfortune there are so
many
I think
tigers in the jungle, what would you put in their place ?"
that is the same question.
As Lord Courtney has
(Applause.)
That is the only
said, one must put justice in the place of war.
way for settling quarrels because, as an American wise man has
"
said, I think it was Abraham Lincoln,
Nothing is settled unless
I

tell

answered,

My

dear lady,

it is settled
Can you settle anything right with bullets,
right."
with mines, or perhaps with explosives coming from balloons ?
Mr. Lloyd-George said in his speech that we did not know the
I must say for myself I do know it.
I have read it toDaily Mail.
I
and
found
there
some
advice
us.
day,
given
They told us that it
was quite superfluous to think about all these great dreams of
abolishing war, and that we had better use our energies for mitigating war. They said, it is excessively cruel to have mines under
the water by which ships with innocent people can be destroyed.
I ask you now
Are we not all when we are sent into war, we
and our enemies, are we not all innocent people ? In our struggle
our aim is not to cut the nails of the monster, but to kill the monster.
:

same as if, when the war was being waged against
had
said it is impossible to abolish slavery
you must
slavery, they
have slaves who will work for you, but try to treat them a little
Instead of giving them twenty-five lashes, given them only
better!
I think that the Daily Mail only means to say that war
twenty
is necessary, and therefore wishes to make it look more humane
If men are humane they
but one cannot humanise massacre.
is
not
own
That
abolish massacre.
thought, it is the concepmy
I mean
tion of a great French peace man, who, alas, is not here

It is just

the

;

!

;

;

Frederic Passy.

Changing Conditions.
Conservatives admit it or not, everything
The mentality
us is always changing.
of the people changes, the conditions of life change, and what is
changing more perhaps than everything else is war itself. By the
growing of all these infernal implements of destruction, by the

Whether

in

us

and

the

around

growing of armaments,

it

has become a

new

thing which ought to
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be designated by some other name, because for new
conceptions
the language must find new words.
Let me illustrate my meaning.
If, for instance, you kept on warming a bath until the water boiled,
and the person who went into the bath was scalded to
death,

would you still call this little amusement a bath ?
An American
general who has won battles has found a very adequate name. He
"
has said, Hell is war, and war is hell." This is not a
word,
polite

know, and it has not been adopted. If it had been adopted, then
Governments would not continue to organise Hell
Departments
(laughter and applause)— and Princes would not be so proud as
they are of their titles if they similarly translated their titles of
"
war lords."
But it is not by vilifying war that we
can work for
I

The

peace.

best

way

to bring in the

new order

something new, and not to violently pull down the

is

to build

old.

By

up
the

new the old vanishes, and the old method is
The constructing business is already more
softly supplanted.
advanced than many of us suspect.
The plans are already
building up of the

delineated,

the

foundations

are

laid,

and

some countries,
America and here,
already emerging above
in

especially in the English speaking countries, in
the first stories of these constructions are

Some

fifteen or twenty years ago we peace advocates
and aims suspended in the clouds, but now they have
taken substance, so that there is a very concrete and practical
task before us to proclaim and to accelerate what we have already

the

soil.

had our

ideals

achieved.

More Ententes Needed.
The historical process of which we are the witnesses, and
which the twentieth century, I fondly and devoutly hope, will
see the accomplishment, is nothing else than what was, as Lord
Courtney told us, a name thirty or forty years ago, and which is
so much the fashion now, the entente cordiale, not between one
and two or two and three nations, but the entente cordiale of all

The only great obstacle against arriving at
the ignorance of the people.
They do not know, they do
not see, they do not realise, and where a step is generously taken in
this direction, instead of rousing the enthusiasm and the thankfulthe civilised world.
this

is

ness of the people it rouses suspicion. For so many thousand years
people have learned that the greatest political wisdom is falsehood,
This educaso they never believe something good has been done.
tion has

still

to be gained.

Not the education only of youths and
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the education of all of us.
We must learn that
not unwise things,
and
are
and
righteousness
generosity
goodness
but are the best things. (Applause.) Kings have begun to do it,
Governments have begun to do it, the universities do it, the industrial
classes do it, the working classes do it.
It is coming from every
side, except perhaps a certain class of Press who want a permanent
war, or war always threatened, and except perhaps also the builders
of ironclads.
But I do not except the soldier. I know that many
intelligent and good men in the army sympathise with our movechildren, but

As

ment.

long as their duty calls they will fulfil it, but they also
time when they will have their duties on another field,
and they certainly will not do anything to hinder the coming of
As a woman myself I appeal also to the women here to be
peace.
one of the rising forces that will help us and to all of you who
will hail the

;

say you can do but

would

do only the little that you
can, and remember the English proverb which has given me
"
The greatest things
encouragement in my own feeble efforts,
have been done by the aid of the smallest." (Applause.)
Mr. Edwin D. Mead (Boston, U.S.A.) said
I have heard it
little I

say,

:

takes a nation thirty years to repent of a war.
It took
England that time to repent, and put it into official expression, of
the Crimean war.
My ocean reading as I crossed from Boston to
said

it

"
Liverpool last week was John Morley's Life of Richard Cobden ",
and I cannot think of any better preparation for a man who was
coming to London to attend a Congress of Peace and an Inter-

Trade Congress. As I picked up the programme
here this evening I was glad, remembering the atmosphere of that
book, to note that one of the songs upon your programme was a
song by Ebenezer Elliott, who sang the gospel that Cobden
I was also glad to note, remembering Cobden's love
preached.
national Free

for Germany and for the United States, that one half of your
hymns were written by citizens of the United States, and one half
the music composed by German composers.
I think that is an

interesting parable which witnesses to the unity of the Teutonic
The thing which interested me most was reading how

people.

Cobden and

John Bright, the greatest denouncers of the
practically mobbed here in the streets of
for protesting that which England afterwards, through the
his friend,

Crimean War, were

London

Tory Minister, as Lord Courtney said, confessed that
England i)ut
money on the wrong horse.
to
But if it has taken England
repent
forty years
of the Crimean War, I cannot help thinking of my first
mouth

of her

her

