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BERTHA VON SUTTNER. 

The editors of the INTELLIOENcER have asked me 
to write some account of the Baroness Von Suttner, 
perhaps the most noted of the delegates to the recent 
Peace Oongress in Boston. 
.' As will·be remembered, a number of these dele

gates, perhaps forty in all, accepted an invitation to 
visit Philadelphia as the guests of the friends of peace 
hete, and spent three days, Tenth month 14th, 15t11 
and 16th, in our city. 

As a member of the committee appointed to look 
after their entertainment here, I happened to have 

• the Baroness and her friend and associate, the 
Oountess Potting, under my care, and I was privi
leged to become somewhat acquainted with the 
Baroness in the several hours I spent in her com
pany during the few days mentioned. 

I was much impressed with her strong personality, 
her quiet dignity, and apparent depth of character, 
coupled with her suavity. of manner and Ohristian 
courtesy. I had been somewhat conversant with her 
career from the newspaper accounts, but have learned 
more concerning it since her departure, and a por·· 
tion of her history I was privileged to hear from her 
own lips. 

Bertha Von Suttner was the daughter of Field 
Marshal Kinisky, a noted soldier of the Empire, and a 
member of the old Austrian aristocracy. She was 
born in Prague, June 19th, 1843. Her father died 
Roon after her birth, and she became the sole care of 
her mother, by whom she was most carefully edu
cated. When she arrived at the proper age she was 
presented at the Vienna Oourt, and took a prominent 
place there, and while a member of the court circle 
she met the Emperor William I. It is stated that the 
aged Emperor was much impressed by her charms 
of manner and intellect, and they became correspond
ents, and letters are still extant testifying to the 
monarch's admiration of the fair Austrian. 

In 1876, when she was thirty-three years of age, 
and in the midst of the brilliant life of the Oourt, 
she met young Baron Arthur Gundaker Von Sutt
nero He was seven jears her junior, and the attach
ment which sprang up between them met with the 
vigorous opposition of both families, but disregard
ing all influences they were married, and the story of 
the twenty-seven years of their happy married life is 
said to be only rivaled by the romance of the Brown
ings. 

Disinherited, the young coupl~ roamed from prov
ince to province, eking out a scanty existence, the 
husband working as an engineer, and the wife acting 
as cook and housekeeper. During these years of 
struggle and privation both the Baron and BaroneSl:! 
began literary work, and in it they achieved success 
and won fame as authors together. As freakish for
tune would have it, after attaining success by their 
own efforts, she also came back into her own, and the 
enjoyment of her family fortune, and she was wel
comed again into the aristocratic circles of Vienna 
society. But this brilliant circlc soon found tbat its 
old favorite was a ch:mg!'d woman. She was found 

to have radical convictions and the courage to ex
press them, and it was not long till she had earned 
the enmity of both Ohurch and Oourt During the 
years of privation and struggle her character had 
strengthened and developed, and the society favorite 
had become the radical reformer-she, the daughter 
of thc famous soldier becoming known as the" Peace 
Angel of Europe." Her work, "Lay Down. Your 
Arms," has been styled the" Uncle Tom's Oabin " of 
the peace cause. It was translated into three or four 
languages, and several hUndred thousand copies were 
sold. 

Tbe report became general on the continent that 

B.~RONESS BERTHA VON SUTTNER. 
From an nmateur photograph taken in Phila· 

delphia in Tenth month. 1904. 

it was her influence over the Ozar of Russia that 
prompted him to call the first Peace Oonference at 
The Hague. 

I was privileged on Sixtb-day, Tenth month 14th, 
to accompany her to Swartbmore Oollege, thence to 
Bryn Mawr College, etc., and the next day to escort 
her about. th(' city, visiting the University at noon, 
and taking a jong drive through the Park in the 
aft('rnoon, ret.urning to the hotel for a rest, and then 
acce.mpanying her to the meeting in the Drexel In
stitute in tlw eYcning, taking leave of h!'r late that 
night, aft!'r Rpending some time with h('r after the 
m('cting. 

Sh(' had mgag!'d in advance to leaye for \Vashing
ton early Fir"lt-day morning, or she would have been 
one of the number of delegates who attended OUT 

meeting at Fifteenth and Race Streets that day, and 
I ~.,.!'atly regretted h!'r absence on the occasion. 

The BaronC'ss remained in this country only about 
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ten days longer, sailing on the steamer " Deutsch
land," Tenth month 27th. I recall with interest a· 
note I have from her written on the steamer, and 
mailed on arrival, in which she makes acknowledg
ment of the attentions paid her, and speaks of the 
" pleasant days in Philadelphia, and the hospitality 
and amiability which were lavished upon me in that" 
splendid city." 

To IDC the most interesting and instructive point 
in the career of this illustrious woman was the devel· 
op:rnent of her character during the years of her 
struggle and privation, a development that probably 
would not have occurred but for the 1088 of fortune 
and position, which, however, it is pleasant to know 
carne back after her crucial test and commitment by 
conviction to the cause of peace in Europe, and the 
avoidance of wars by International Arbitration, 
which beneficent cause is the most important which 
is claiming the attention of the civilized world to-day, 
and in which she has rendered such widespread and 
lasting service.· I. H. C. 

'rHE PEACE WOMAN OF EUROPE. 
[Since writiDc the above, the following sketch written four 

yean ago haa come to me.-I. H. C.] 

Baroness Bertha Von Suttner is known as the 
" Peace Woman of Europe." She is known to every 
one who is interested in the question of IP"bitration, 
has friends in every part of Europe, and has been re
ceived by and has met the most of the celebrated per
sonages on the continent. Her work for universal 
peace among the nations has greatly strengthened thE' 
peace party abroad. Singularly enough, the Barones!! 
is a daughter of a once famous warrior of the conti
nent-Field Marshal Count Frans von Kinsky, of 
Austria. She was betrothed to Prince Wittgenstein, 
who lost his life in battle, and it wa~ the horror of 
his end which largely influenced her to devote her 
fortune and talents to promulgating the doctrines of 
peace. Later in life she met the Baron Gundaker 
von Suttner, a man who E'ntirely sympathized with 
her views, and whose wife she became. In 1882 the 
Baroness wrote her first book, entitled " The Inven
tory of a Soul." Later appeared her work, which 
created a sensation in Germany, France and Austria, 
" Lay Down Your Arms." This deals directly with 
the hard side of war, and the sham glories of physical 
victories, and is a powerful appeal for the substitu
tion of arbitration for force of arms. As a result of 
her writings the Austrian Society of the Friends of 
Peace was founded, and its work has been of an iu
fluential character. She has a thorough knowledge 
of English literature. 

==== 
A CLOSED MEETING HOUSE. 

My attention was lately called to a " closed meet
ing house" in New Hampshire, where, fifty years 
ago, was a little Friends' meeting. It was an old
fashioned Friends' meeting house, standing on a hill
side, overlooking a beautiful village of three 
churches, three stores, an academy and hotel, with 
n population of perhaps four hundred. At one end 

of the house, and a little in the rear, was a long shed 
for horses in stormy weather. For furniture within 
were rows of long seats with raised rails for backs, 
with a "high seat" and" facing seat" in front. 
There was an aisle through the middle, on one side 
of which sat the men and on the other the women. 
The stove in the center was a potash iron kettle, in
verted and set on a circular brick wall high enough 
for a hearth, to protect the floor, and a sheet-iron 
door to receive the wood. All was plain wood, with
out cushion or carpet or paint. There were about u 
dozen families belonging to the meeting, scattered 
among the hills, from one to ten or twelve miles 
apart. 

Our home was eight miles from the meeting, over 
a road up and down hill all the way. Twice in the 
week, summer and winter, the team was harnessed at 
nine o'clock, and we rode that eight miles to the 
meeting house, to meet other teams coming in from 
other directions, and sit down with from twelve to 
twenty, an hour or more, on those bare, uncushioned 
s~ats. There were two ministers (a man and a wom
an), who, with the elders, occupied the " high seat" 
as heads of the meeting. One or other of the minis
ters frequently spoke or offered prayer, and a few 
words were spoken by others; but there was always 
a long period of silence and huah of such stillness 
that the least sound could have been heard before a 
word was spoken, and sometimes the entire meeting 
was held in silence. I never heard singing in that 
house, and the sermons were not long, but always in 
the life, and no sermons ever heard since, however 
eloquent or learned, have impressed me like some I 
heard in those meetings, which have influenced all 
my life, and are as vivid in memory still as when I 
heard them in my youth. That meeting house 
seemed a Bethel to me, and I grew to look forward 
to meeting day with as much interest and longing as 
the hungry boy looks for his noon-day meal. Those 
ministers. and elders and older members, one by one 
died, and most of the younger members moved away. 

I am not familiar with the history of all who reo 
mained in the East, but among those who moved 
West seven became recorded ministers of the gospel, 
and with others were instrumental in building up 
large meetings in four States. One with his wife 
were many years principals in a Friends' Academy, 
and others taught in public schools. One with her 
companion were superintendents in Government 
schools .among the Indians during three Presidential 
terms. Three were yearly meeting clerks. The 
nucleus around which has gathered members of 
eleven yearly and two continental meetings, and in
corporated as " College Park Association of Friends," 
which has just held its thirty-first semi-annual meet
ing, in which were present twelve ministers, repre
senting seven religious denominations and two uni
versities, came out of that meeting. 

Coming down to the next generation, I recall in
fluential ministers in two yearly meetings. The prin
cipal of the Friends' School at Providence, the pr~· 
dent of Whittier College, the president of the Board 
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